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would you continue, if you please. 
m If neutrality wasnot assured under all circumstances, there arose 
^ tremenóáous dancer for the stru le in that the richt flank was menaced 
and expose", The purely military offices hac to be concerned with strategic 
matters nly, anc they knew, since they were asked to give their opinions, 
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to point out that of ccurse by occupying both enuntfies, the purely military 
and strategic situation would be different. Then, if this would nd have 
taken place, such an occupation would have token place on the part of the 
enemy e 

àn additional element which mace it necessary to doubt the absolute 
neutrality of these countries was the fact that most of the flights from 
Great Britein into Germany went over Dutch cr Belgian territory. Reliable 
informati .n reached us, informing us thot the Bel<ian Army, which had been 
ceployed, ^t the berinninz of the war, on the western front, were prepared 
with all their forces along the German border. 

Further information indicated that an exchange of thoucht between the 
French General Staff and the Belgian General Staff hac taken place, and 
that uncer pressure from the French General Staff they hac siven assurances 
they woulc participate in the construction of the fortification line along 
the Maas acainst Germanye 

Other information indicated that the French Chief of Staff, Gmelin, 
as well as .cmiral Darlan an2 the Chief of the Air Force, Vuillemin, con- 
sicer d the occupation of Belgium necessary uncer all circumstances and 
demanced it for the security of France, anc that considersble negotiations 
hac taken place between theFrench anc the British Governrants The in- 
form^tior at tha time was highly reliable, an? how true it was we coul! 
ascertain lates wasn, after morching into Frm ce. we found the secret 
cocuments of the trench General Staff and also minutes of confersnecs which 
hac taken place vetween the French and British pvoverrmerts, the so-called 
Supreme Military Conference. 

it was the opinion cf the Fuehrer that it was impossible to maintain 
neutrality on the part of the countries in the face of increased French- 
British pressure, anc thet then, the Ruhr area particulerly, whichws so 
vital to us, would have been exposed to extreme dancer. How justified 
this opinion was can be seen from reports in which the British Chief of 


Government sug ested and had explainec also by experts in the War Ccuncil 
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how best the Ruhr Volley coul? be attacke? by low-flying British aircraft 
which woul? aporsach over Belgium an^ then, at the last moment, over the 
sh.rtost “istance coul? attack the Ruhr Valley from Belgium, and in this 
manner coul? "estroy the most imposbont industries there, 

If that was not carrie’ out at first, it wss ^ue tc the concern of the 
french Prime Minister that he, on bic part, was wcrrie^ about French intus- 
try and wanted to leave it to the other site to make the first attacks 


against incustrye  Envlan? insisted, however, at all times, on carrying out 


tnis attack from Belrium on the Ruhr Valley. 
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If we take into consideration now short the flying distance is 
from the Belgian border to the wost important industries of the Ruhr 


Valley, only a few miles, then we have to recognize the entire danger 





which was apparent if the neutrality of Belgium was not respected by 
our enemies, because if it had been respected, and attacked by the 
british Air Force, at the Ruhr Valley, we would have had to start by 
coming from the north and would have had the comparatively long 
distance, where it would have been impossible without difficulty to 
avoid and to cut off such an attack, 

However, if this came over Belgium it was almost impossible. 
Therefore in this serious struggle it was important in the first place 
to think of our own vital interests and not to leave the advantage to 
the enemy, but once we were convinced, once we realized these moments 
of danger menacing our people and our enemy to exclude these elements 
and to use the advantages which the enemy wanted to use. 

Q For what reason were officers interned in France, even after 
the war was over? 

A First I would like to correct an expression in this question, 


E 


in France the war was not at all terminated. It was just an armistice 
tnat had been signed, and in this armistice we had dealt very 
generously. Already in the prcc-. blo of the armistice there was 
expressed a tendency of future friendship, contrary to that armistice 
which had been Signed in 1918 on the same spot. 

When at that time Marshal Petain asked for an armistice, the first 
answer he received was that capitulation would have to be an 
unconditional one. Later we gave to understand that quite a number of 
demands concerning the fleet, certain parts of an unoccupied territory, 
Questions of colonies, that these demands would be the first to be 
considered. The situation was such that Germany at that moment had to 
insist on an absolutely unconditional capitulation and that no French 
forces of any importance which could have come from England should be 


at the disposal, in order to avoid a complete military catastrovhe in 


France, 
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. No line, no French formation, could have avoided t tho penetration 
by German troops all the way to the Mediterranean., There wore no 
reserves in England. Everything which had been there was in the 
expeditionary force which was in the Belgian area north of France and 
finally had been battered at Dunkirk 

In this armistice the conditions were respected which had been 
mentioned as requests. The Fuehror had a certain generous solution 
touching the question of captured officers, but since contrary to a 
far-rcaching appeasemont which we had hoped for, and which really 
took place in the beginning, and since by propaganda irom across the 
Channel and the establishment of a new sector of resistance under 
General de Gaulle, in France, the resistance began to dovelop. 
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one, because from that poriod we know of soveral deeds on the part of 
the French, against our prisoners, which were later pointed out in the 
white books which we presented to the International iod Cross in 
Geneva. But all in all, it had tho usual forms of a military strugele, 
with the excesses that always occur hore and thoro in such a strugeio. 


Aftor that had been terminated, at first appcasoment and 
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quict reigned, Only later, as the struggle continued anc cxpandec, especially 
when the struggle against Russia was accec, when on the opposite side a new 
centre of leadership had been erezted, then at that time in the countries of 
the west which had been quiet until then onc where no serious events had 
taken place, an absolute change was brought about by the resistance movunent, 
aids, attacks on German officers anc. so on, hand grenades and bombs thrown 
into localities where German officers or Solciers were present, Bombs were 
even thrown in places where there were women == Red Cross nurses,  Auto-cors 
were attacked, lines of communicstion cut, rails were blasted, and this in 
increasing measure, 

Since this was a war behind the front, and during 2 period of land 
warfare, such 2 war represented 2 great difficulty, When aerial warfare was 
adden, entirely new possibilities and methods were Geveloped, Night after 
night a large number of planes came over and dropped a tremendous quantity 
of explosives and arns, directives, ctc., for this resistance movaucnt, in 
orcer to reinforce anc increase it, The German Intelligence was quite success- 
ful, by means of racio measures of deception, to get a large number of these 
matericls into their own hands; but sufficient amounts were left which fell 
into the hands of the resistance movement, 

The atrocities which have been committed in this connection were 
also of large extent. As to this, cocuments can be submittec. Of course == 

MR, JUST ICE JACKSON: If the Tribunal plense, I om very reluctant to 
interrupt this examination, but I skruld like to ask if the Tribunal will 
avail itself of the Charter provision to require from Counsel a statement as 
to how this is relevant to the charges which we are enpaged in trying, 

It raises a rather large and inpartant question, and that question 
is this, as I see it: It raises a question which involves 2 great deal of 
time, if time is an important element in this proceeding, 

For the purposes of this statment, I may admit that there were 
actions taken by partisan groups within occupiec territories which were very 
annoying, objectionable ana injurious to the wuldc-be congueror, It is 
sought to intr. tuce testimony as to what partisans did towarc the Gernan 


occupying forces, on the theory of reprisal, then I respectfully submit that 


Counsel is proceeding in reverse orcer, that is to say, if tho Defense Says, 
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"Yos, we Cid commit certain atrocities} we did shoot hostages; we did violate 
internati nol law," then it miy be that the motive == I shall argue thet it 
is not, under the Hague Convention relevant but then 2t least we might have 
that question presented, 

But unless this eviconce is offered on the theory that reprisals 
would be justifiec, it has no place, I submit, in the case, If it is offered 
on the basis of establishing a theory of reprisal, ove first inquiry is, Wha 
is it that reprisals were for? In other words, the doctrine of reprisal can 
only be invokec when you first acmit that you corzitted certain definite acts 
of violation of iaternat? onal lawe Then your question is whether you were 
Justifiec, I submit that it might shurten, and certrinly would clarify this 
proceeding, if counsel woul’ cefinitely state what sets it is on the part 
oz tne Gerin cecupyin: force that he is directing this tosti.ony, as I 
Suppose, to excuse it, and tuat unless there is Some theory of reprisal pointed 
out with sufficient definiteness, so that we may lientify the violations on 
Germany's part for which she is Sscexing excuse by war of reprisal, this testi- 
mony is not helpfu^ in cecidin> the ultimate cuestion, 

The question nere is not whether the jccupyin; countries resisted, 
Of course they resisted, The questicn is whether acts of the character we have 
shown can be excused by wary cf reprisal, nnd if so, there must be an admission 
of these acts ani the coctrine cf reprisal must be s.t forth, it seems to me, 
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at any rate, the motives which led to the t-kinz of hostares have nct, up to 
now, been ^iseussed, at least not sufficiently, and t. clarify this question, 

* wich is sc important for the Cecisions in this trial, it is in my opinion 
abs lutsly necessary to explain that these decrees concerning the arrest 
anc. the treatment cf hostazes wero called for by the attituce of the resist2nce 
movement and the acticns of the resistance movement. Therefore, in my 
opinion it could be said with Justification that the actions cf the resistance 
Movement were the cause for the measurss which had to be taken later bv the 
German milit-ry auth oritics, much t. their regeret. 


7 ons werd in answer to Doctor Stahmerts 


— 


"Re JUSTICE JACKSON: May I sa 
offer, if it be an offer ? 

Ihe sugzesti n -f Docter Jtahmer thit the motives here are tc be tried 
seems to me tco lead us very far afic?c, If he is inv.xine the international 
law doctrine cf reprisal, then he has to meet the ccncitions -f that dcctrine., 
Article 2 of the Geneva Conventi-n of the 27th :f July 1929 proviʻes 
specifically. that measures or reprisal against prisoners of war are prohibited, 
He therefore must relate it to some one ctnher than prisoners of war, Uncer 
the doctrine of "eorisal, as we uncerstanc it, any ict which is claimed to be 
Justified as a reprisal ust be related t- a specific and continuing violation 
f interneticnal law cn tue other side, That is, it is not every casual 
and incidental vi lati n which justifies wholesale reprisal. If it were, then 
internati nal law would have no foun ation, for a breach 2n one Side, however 
unimportant, woule comple ely absolve tho ther frum any rules of warfare, 

5cc.ncly, anything which it is cl imee to t. Justiriec as a reprisal 
must folicw within a reescnable time an? it rust be relatec reas nably to 
the cffense which it is sought to prevent. That is, you can't by wav of’ 
reprisal engage in w. »lesale Slaughter in order to vin icate a single murder, 
Next it must be sh."n as t the reprisal that a protest was me, as a basis 
for invcking reprisal, You cannot engage in reprisals with v5 notice, The 
reprisal mist be n.ticed anc there must be nctiiic tion by 2 resporsible 
party of the g vernmcent. 

Next, and most im^ortart, a deliberate course cf violation of inter- 


nati nal law cannot be shielčed as a reprisal. The specific acts must be 
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reprisals for Specific acts under the concitions I have pointed out. You 
cannot vindicate a reign of terror under the doctrine of reprisals; and so I 
respectfully suomit that the offer of Doctor Stahmer to inquire into the 
mctives cf G ering individually or of all defendants collectively, or of 
Germany, does not meet any legal test. It might be pointed cut to the Court 
by way of mitigation of sentence after conviction, but is not a proper 
consicerati.n cn the question cf guilt or innocence of the charges which we 
have brought to the bar. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Justice Jackson, I underst od you to agree that 
this sort of evidence might be relevant in mitigation of sentence? 

MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: If your Honore find the defendants guilty, 
then it comes to the question of sentence, as in cur practice, You misht 
find alm.st anything that a defendant sew fit t- urge relevant to the 
sentence, but I don't take it that Doctor Stahmer is now dealing with the 
question of offers relevant t. that sub ject. If it is I should consent that 
any plea for leniency be heard, cf curse. 1t is offered, as I understand 
it, on the questi n cf ruilt, 

THE FRESILENT: That may be so, but tne Tribunal may consider it more 


convenient to hear the evi The Charter, as far as I see, hasn't 
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provided for any evicunce to be given after sentence if sentence is pronounced, 


ME. JUSTICE JACKSON: The difficulty with that, I should think, would 


be this: that a cefencant may very well be foung guilty on some count but 


litiGe aT, A/ 
not on others. That wuld require mitigaticn at this time of the questicn 


of sentence, twoethircs -f which might be irrelevant because he might not be 
foun. guilty on more than one count, 
I may be bizsec in favor -f the practice that I know, or at least 


may be presumed t. have some kn-wiecze of. In sur procedure the questicn cf 


guilt is tried first, The question of sentence is a separate subject, to 
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Stahmer confirms my view -== is cffered on the question of sentence, I don't 
think he conceces he has reabhed that point yet. 

DR. STAHVER: May I speak briefly con this? 

It has been saic that vi lati ns of internati^nal law were committed, 
tc a large extent, by organizing partisan groups, The struggle avainst these 
acti ns could only be carried cut by reprisals. As Justice Jackson has 
explained, it is correct that certain conditions prevailec for reprisals, but 
l believe-- 

TEE PRESIDENT (Interpesing): You agree that the concitions which 
Mr, Justice Jackscn stated are accurately stated? 

DR. STAHMER: Yes, but we have to deal here, in my opini n, with the 
fact of an emersency,an emergency which was created by action of the partisans 
in viclati n of interaati nal law, anc this condition of emergency permitted 
commanders of the army to take general measures in order to remove the se 
conditions which had been broucht about in viclaticn of internati nal law, 


Therefore, at any rate, these facts are of imp-rtance anc. are relevant 


concerning the questi n of verdict. 
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THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal rules that the evidence is admissible 


on the question of reprisals, and the weight that should be given this 


or similar evidence will bo reserved for future consideration, 


BY DR. STAHMER: 


«4 


Q Will you please continue? 





A I believe that the statement which I am about to make will 
be satisfied with the condition hich Justice Jackson has put as 


Å follows. 


e 


l do not in any way vish to disputo that things took place which 
may be debated as far as international law is concerned, and other 
things occurred which under every circumstance may be considered and 


must be considered as excesses. I only wanted to set forth how it 
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happened without entering the logal status of reprisals, but considering 
tno feeling of the individual soidicr, who was not challenged by 


^ "- Te - * 4 - 4. ` ^ ^ ur. Ts e 86 3 * ^-^ om "* - ole s . " A. V^ ^ p ? 
regular troops, but in the back and was prevented from doing his 


: ^ i1 "^ 9 n o a < e" 
mission $ürougaà these disturbaness. 
rm? MEC "d D 4 Ja E dol, cask ims 3 . Mica 
.nrougn all of these things, with which I do not wish to take 
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die. f' mBgkdeu vun dessus ae, RUE ie, P. a — "ud sokeded uiu dise 
matt I. Ol - LATO emergency Nac DOQ3] ACCPOCQ, $1 i Dar ve Be BEE, LNG QXCOS Ses 


m> "P « e "2 ri Rh. ` ^ 1 4- - v * d m 
OL cortain occurrences had aken place., 
Ty a sa d us — wee % rile db ha "wed m " 24. He 4 
i\e must put ourselves back into tho period of the stormy battles. 


LISTE css Ki. 5 A k enaa. Aten Ai naki aa Bank r E > E 
LOUAY s aiter the elavse of Jar’, 1M A quiet setiing forth of. the 
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logal basis, these things sound disturbing, and they sound incredible 
and not understa 1 Explanations or expressions made thrauch 
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embittering sound differently ari do not lead tO a comprehension of 
the situation that obtained at that time, 

it was my sole intention 
high Tribunal that atmosphere, oub of which such actions, even if they 
could not be excused, would appear understandable, and in a like 


situation wore carried out by others, That was and is my answer to the 


question why the relations in France had two different aspects of war; 


first--and I would like to include with this the paase of the regula 














I 


oattlo--and, Second, the phase of that battle wifich was not led by 


regular troops but those which came from the back in the underground 
and contrary to other measures, waich brought with them atrocitics 
and cruclties and brought forth other cruolties than those that would 
be brought forth in a regular war. And in a case like that special 
or Single occurrences will take place which the hichest leadership 
cannot always control and is in no position to control. 

Q What measures wore takon by the German occupational authorities 
in France in order to help French agriculture? 

A I can reply very bricfly, and I can refer to the testimony 
of the witness Koerner, whose testimony I can only confirm. By that 


l mean Franco, as far as hor agriculture was concerned, was during 


O 


- 


tho period of occupation helved, developed and increased. A large 
number of non-arable tracts or those which had not been put to good 
agricultural uso were re-instated or ro-constructod, put to good uso. 
Uther tracts, by the use of additional fertilizer or additional 
cultivation, were intensified in their production. 

individual reports as to just what took place and figures as to 
an increase of agricultural cevelopacnt I am not able to give vou 
exact Statistics on, but responsible experts are in a position to give 
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exact figures. 
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Q  Yhst reasons were present for the wringing of credit slips in cecu?ied 


A À measure which would probably be taken by every occupying power, Sc tha 


b 


the circulation of money could 5e regulated to keep it in its proper limits and 
channels ond to ke Cp the currency of th le C untry under control; in sther words, 
similar to the procedure thatis eing used in cur cecuplec Zones of Germany today 

Q In Decument lll-PS there is somethin: cc neering the 15th cf Noverer 19)! 


in which there was a reculation rogordin- art objects. Are you familier with this 


or shall I refresh your memory-? 


. —T-— dt 2 "S $ s J- T+ ka y^ 7 > “sauna n 
A I remember this cocument very distinctly, It has played an important 


role, these art cbjects which wore taken to the Louvre an3 ister into the 
exhibition hall. We were concerned with these objects of art which were Jeri sh 
nroverty but without masters oni had left the countrys that is, the art chjects 
that left the coutry ond had been confiscated. This crcor was not issuet by mo, 
I cic not know this crdcre It was the uchrer's Decreee Then, when I was at 
Parise I heard cf ths order end heard further that it was the intentict a cf 

at is, as for as they hac museum value == to 
sut then into the museum at Linz which the Fuehrer contemplated erecting at 


Linz. I peresnally will confess that I an interested but not inwerythins tha 


Ca 
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was to bo transnorted to Scuthern Gormany, I personally, for quite sometre 


a $ ^ > + Snead Me Aandi dad anc had mae ^ 3444 anta a ee - 
orevious to this incident, had coecicec onc hac. mace ny intention knewn to tho 


Tis ^ T4 4445 "7T 1 "m CÓ r } jm ya arr ^ K ^ "n a. " * y» 137 ^ T 
Finance Ministry, that after the war or some other period of timo which 1 
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either throuch rurchese, throeucsh gifts, or through inheritance, nat these art 
objects would 5e taken anc viven 2s a rrent to the German 5»eople, and I had the 
intenticn tz institute or to erect this callery cr museum in a "iffercent way 
from what museums had beon constructed ia prior days -- for the evelopment cf 
this callery was put up at Karinhall enc accorcing to the historical backround, 
these paints ond objects of art were to be presented and show accorcing to the 
histcrical backrrcounce Frenarations had 2ocn token alcnz these lincs but because 
the ont >reak of the wer, work could not | re complotece Paintings, statutes, an 


other cbjects of art were to De incluced in this collection anc this collkecticn 


was to te completed. Then, when I saw the course of events and hear that th 
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objects, which T mentione? ,I10rT, Were to 5o transported to Linz == there were 





some Which were not of musoun volue anc were to be usec for a subordinate 
purpose == L had the intention, anc. I fully admit that, that I hac a “assicn for 
ollectinc thinrs of all sorts an? I said tha after these things are 
scated and are tc remain so, I wish to have a small part, I wish to buy 
a smal! portion of then, so that I nay include them into tj is callery which I 
intended to establish i in Northern Germany, The Fuchror agreed to this with one 
conciticn, that he hinsclf woule like to seo at loast the reprocuctions of those 
5Jects which I wonted, and in many eases it occurred that he wished to earmark 


Y e Qa i ‘is ag 3 oe PA om = . ^ : ~ $ ^ 3 Ma m 
these paintints for hinsolf, that is, not for himself but his mus oun, ond that I 


4 


nad to sive them back; but fron the 2eginninz, I wanted to have a clear 
preparation cr a clear differentiation that these objects which I wanted to have 


^. e 3 . - LJ 
ior my own galleries, wa: tod ^ to buy the things for this callery, I was willing to 
, - ` ) > - u . 
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hac Seen in Germany, and a man to whom I never taskec to Seloree this man was 
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co estimate tho value cf those chjects, I would then utter My View whether J 
sae int 4 a hh ath- - l^ on st deeds au^ oio l1. 4 2 "ep. us dh " sona TA e my 
reas inverestec, whether the price was too high, cr whether I would not want to 
J ck zal a " ` 2 x ^ - "AA > i ER 
uy tne yaintines cr cther I woul 1sh te buy 
L c 
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them and pay the price, A part of this collection was tren tec in such 2 way, 
but part of this collection was transported back anc fo rth, that is, they were 
' sent to the Fuchrer, They dic not remain with me and after we hac reached 
some uncerstancin:;, payment was to take place. In this document, in this 
deerce, which I calle} a "proliminory decree" and which the Fuchrer would have 
had to ap,rovo, I emphasized that all those objects which were to be paid for, 
that is, things which were not of museum value, were to be sold at auction to 
French or German businesses or people who were interested. and that the monies 
taken in this way was to go to the families of French people killed in the wer, 
Then I inquire: repeatedly where I was to send this money and that in collabora- 
tion with French officers, a bank account could and should be established for 
this purpose, In order to establish this account, the amount of money was 
always aveilable at my bank even until the end and one cay when I inquired 
again into this matter, I received an answer which surprised me, The answer 
was that the Reichsschatzmeister was not interested in these monies, I at 
once wrote on this mtter anc my secretary can verify this by cath, thet I 
could not un‘crstanc how the: treasurer, the Reichsschatzmcister of the Party, 
how he was concerned and that I wantec to know the French euthoritics to whom 


I coulc have this account transferred anc in this case, the Party. bhal iz 


the Party Treasurer, hac no authority to dictate to me whether I shouid pry 


(^ e l4 l- ` 4 3 Tape rw p D 1 * 17 + : - 1 p vm 055 s .1 ' ` 1 x " t^c 
or not, whether I was myself desirable of makins the pz ment ther after this, 
; — : art oom ^ = E ae EXT e abre. oe natu E 
after France hac been occupied, I demanded to know jus" wnore L Coda han 


these monies trznsforred,. In summarizing and conelucing, I wish to s*t^:e tha 
I considerec these things confiscatec for the Reich, as according to the de- 
cree, and I believed myself to be justified in purchasing sone-of thecae objects, 
especially since I told not only some of the officials but some of the cther 
people and have never conccaled the mattcr that these objects of art, about 


the ones I mentioned and already in my possession, were to be used and colect— 


- 


ed in tho rallery of my own cesire, which I have already mentioned, 

AS far as change is concerned, I would like to put this matter 
straight 21so. among these confiscated paintings were some of the modern 
school -== pictures which I personally cid not like anc co not like but, as I 
was tolc, these pictures were desired in French commercial channels anc in 


answer to that, I statec that as for as I om concernec, even these pictures may 
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them anc pay the price, A part of this collection was treated in such a way, 
but part of this collection was transported back and forth, that is, they were 
sent to the Fuchrer, They cic not remain with me and after we hac reached 
some uncerst^ndüirn 


>» payment was to take place, In this document, in this 


y CE LI B B . 1 A ° . 
aecrce, which I called a "preliminery-cecree" and which the Fuchrer would have 


t5 


had to approve, I emphasized that all those objects which were to be paid for, 
that is, things which were not of museum value, were to be sold at auction to 
French or German businesses or people who were interested and that the monies 
taken in this way was to go to the families of French people killed in the wor, 
Then I inquire: repeatedly where I was to send this money and that in collabora- 
tion with French officers, a bank account could and should be established for 


this purpose, In orcer to establish this account, the amount of money was 


always available at my bank even until the end anc one cay when I inquired 


eJ 


oin into this matter, I reccived an answer which surprised me, The answer 
was that the Reichsschatzmeister was not interested in these monies, I at 
once wrote on this matter onc my secretary can verify this by cath, that I 
could not un:crstanc how the treasurer, the Reichsschatzmeister of the Party, 
how he was concerned and that I wantec to know the French authorities to whom 


I coulc have this account transferred anc in this case, the Parity, thal i 


the Party Treasurer, had no authority to dictate to me whether I shouid pry 


or not, whether I was nysclf desirable of makins the pament: ther afiar this, 
after France hac been occupied, I demanded to know jus’: where I could ian 


these monies transferred, In summarizing and conclucing, I wish to stove that 
I considerec these things confiscated for the Reich, as according to the de- 
cree, and I believed myself to be justified in purchasing some of these abjects 
especiolly since I told not only some of the officials but some of the cther 
people anc have never conecaled the matter that these objects of art, about 

the ones I menticonec and alreacy in my possession, were to be used and collact— 
ed in tho rallery of my own cesire, which I have already mentioned, 

As far as change is concerned, I would like to put this matter 
straicht also. among these confiscated paintings were some of the modern 
school == pictures which I personally cid not like anc co not like but, as I 
was told, these pictures were desired in French commercial channels anc in 


answer to that, I state’ that as for as I am concerned, even these pictures nay 
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be estimtec as to volue, nay be purchased, so that they may bo exchanged 
against old masters, the ones thet I am interested in, I never exerted any 
pressure in this direction or in this connection, I was only interested as 
to whether the price that was asked of me was too hich anc then I was not in- 
terested in the offer or I was interestec in the offer. I was chiefly inter- 
ested in whether the offer wns sincere anc real, but I wish to state again 
that this was a matter of exchange and I dic not use any pressure, After I 
purchased these objects, I used sone of them as well as some of my own and 
which I hac in my prior possession, anc used then for rsencral museum tracing, 
That means, one museum was interested in one picture anc I was interested, for 
my gallery, in ancther picture which was in the possession of the museum and 
then we traded, anc these trading measures often took place with art dealers 
of forcign countries but not only pictures anc objects of art were concerned, 
I offered in the open market in Germany, Italy, anc in other countries, and 
purchased other objects of art or some that I had in Ly possession, At this 
cpportunity, I would like to add that inc epencently of the buying, I would 
like purchasing of these confiscated objects, I, also, in France and other 
ountries, before anc after the war, that is, Curing the war, I would like to 
say, that on the open market I bought both objects of art and I may ada that 
the situation was as follows, that if I came to Rome, or Florence, or perhaps 
aris, or into the Dutch countries, if the people hac known in advance that I 
was coming, in the very shortest time I would have had a learth of offers, 
of written offers of every circle, that is, art cealers and private, and tha 


these offers were always present, 
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Thore were several mislcacing offors ef some objects that wore 

real anc Genuine, however, anc I was interested, anc in the open merket 
» I purchased a numer of art objects in the course cf the year, md vrofossicnally 
did I buy such fron priva ‘te people of whom I had offered some nrivato purchascrse 


" — 


I would like tc emphasize that even in the beginning, anc especially in 


the Jecinnin- I was cheated as soon as it was known. that I was ihterested, and 
fifty to one=huncrec: percent were added to the price, and this is the price I 
had to pay in answer tc this quosticn, 

Q Did ycu have the securing of French monuments, did you take any 
measures to protect these things? —— — | | 

A I would like tc refer to these State Art Treasures of Franco, that is, 
to these especially in the hands cof the State MUS CUS e sofar as these Stato 
Museums Wero eccneornoc, I dic not confiscate a single article, or in any way 


remove & sincle article, There were two trading meciums with the De Louvre cn an 


entirely vc >Luntary basis, anc in that caso I traded a figurine which is known in 





art as "La Belle Allomnacno,." The statue cf "La Bollo Allemarsne" had oricinated 
in Germeny, anc another fi: gurine I nac, which had ‘een in my 2cssossion for many 
years, I traced this ficure in my possession anc other cbjects or pictures for 
that statute. 

An acrecment was this WO, I Was always intent on having our officers 


protect objects cf art whorever destruction was concerne: 9 and to nrotect them Y 
arainst dombines, enc against the rigors of battle, and I remember that when the 
Directors of the Louvre told me that most of the things hac just been put into 
the roons of the Loire Castle, then I was concerned when increasing DOM attacks 
came, and that upon their request, and if they wish it, and if it were necessary, 
I would advise them to put these articles into safe keeping, anc then they told 


1 


me they had not the transport facilitics, 

New I wish to refer to these historical monuments, and I include the 
international monunonts, churches, and anything that is not nortable, and in this 
connoecticn I would Like to say, porhaps at nc time or ancther cic I issue an 
corder which because cf ; purely military consideration brousht about the inner- 
contradiction within myself. I had told flyors roped atecly and strongly, anc that 
uncer no concitions that all Gothic cr cther Cathecrals cf the French cities wore 

o9 5e protected, anc were not to ^o attacker, They were not to be attacked, even 


if the mortality and units cf troops were concentrated, anc, I cecreed that if 


4 ry 
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the attack had to be made Dy the precise Stuka unit which were to 5e used, that 


every Frenchman who was present at tho time would have to arree that curios, 


4 


pictuns or articles, for instence, in Amions, Chartre, and other cities, that the 


Lal Ta m e sn © r g à = " . 
Cathedrals sh-ulc De protected, and windows had to be token cut, and put in safe 


ii Cv € 


keeping, but the houses surroundings the Cathedrals were the victims of the attack 
That was Without exception. That just a smal i city of Bouvais, where a large 
Cathecral hac been sporoc of historical value, whore the histcrical value had been 
Cetorrino^, they wore sperod, and contrast that to the scenic which later on took 
place in Germany, anc. I say the Fronch Government repeatedly appreciated that, 

anc. told me of their amreciaticn in thisrespect, I have nc other comuent on 


that point, 


-— 


EJ 


— 


"hat were tho motives as tc Colonel Voltjons havinc centralized the 


black market in France? 


A 


4 Colonel Voltjens was a colonel in the Reserves. He was a flyer in the 
first Worle War, onc hac entered business after tho first World Var, Therefore, 
he was not in the capacity of a colonel, but of a business man. He was nct only 


fuictioning in the operation cf the lac! 
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but of Belgium an? Hollen’, anc it came about in the followins manner. 
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in a certain perio luring the occupation it was reported to me thet cere 


-! 


vain things in which I was interestet in the ‘irection of war economy ha‘ 
ocen an’ were being obtained uly in the black markete I then knew the 
concept of the black market which I learned for the first timee I knew 
that copper, tin, anc other vital netals might be avialable, but they had 
sen 5uriec in the mines of Holland, and had been conceale? in other 

countries, also, but if money were cvailable these objects could be re- 
currected, but on the basis of confisestory ‘csercé, which was their view, 
the raw material would be available to use dt thit time, ^ni at every 


e 7 L PN » L em de 
inc that my intents 


u^ 


was povel ied by this eterrination which was more im-ortant to uy being 
a»le cf cop;or and tin to ourchase, as, for exemple, to cet them ^t any 
rice, no matter what the srice might be, ratner then not to have then. 
I "id not even have an isa or opinion that the hich prices micht not ^e 
Justified, but I tole the zov rmment it makes no ^iffc^enee what the in- 
fluence is in it, the German armaments is intercstec snd is in neod at 
all times to et those things, that thet is the most importante How you 


can cet them by ny means Joss not mavtsre If vou rev them through con- 
t </ 


money t» ret thei taat way, tren you will have to co thet, The unpleasant 
thin. was thot other c°ficers without my .nowlecce, as ths French rrosecu- 
tion showed quite correctly, that the other cecurahts tried to vet the 
same watcrial also, This rivalry was within our own grow, and I now gave 
Veltjens the scle authority to be the only one to fro amonc e people 

to .€t trose materials anc on this basis I authorize? Velt ns to control 
these activities, anc to climincte other opponents who were interested 

in govtinz the s-me msteri^js that we micht aim, clthough it is very hord, 
to combat the black market activities, anc we can see thst is the only 

way of coing this through many reasons. Afterwar?s, even Voltj.ns and his 
orgsnization ha? been prohibited in the black market, to prevent it, an‘ 
on special request of iünistor Presicent Laval, out cven with that can say 
we coul net c> away wit the black market, and to this enc anc source, as 


ccafirmetion of my view, the French pros-cution sh wed thot the black market 
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source was too prolonzecs tht is is still provicing after the war an’ sc 


ar as I know how it is still flourishing in Germany. These sre thincs 


which during an? after a war arises, and still arises curing strict 
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measures ue itself tc the recat emanc anti oi no Sup} lye 
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ail: Dre Steamer, The Tribunal uncerstan’s from you that 
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veesmonavicn in coief at midtay today. Tell me how how much longer you 
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chink the cefencant Vill be with his testim ny e 
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Sut bere were several interrunti NS, an^? I ho e to conclude ease ne the 
course of the afternoon, 
ENT: There was no interruption with the exception of that 


ons interruption with refcorcnee to Justice Jaexson's bjection to reprisals. 
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Official Trenscrint of the International 
lülitary Tribunal in the matter of the 
United States of Amorica, the French 
Republic, the United Kingdom of Great 


T. b- 2 - A 27. | i. 1 ~ » ~ E LT LN “a nen J- 1 m~ 
DEL VALI) and Nor Vor ire land, and Uno 


Union of Sovict Socialist Republics, 


~s 4 ^ i pa S » sa L * rs - m d ] 
against Hermann iilnoln Goering et al, 


Tin 4 sn) ^ s - bd uec | a, Da ra oe A 
Defendants, sitting at Nurnberg, Germany, 
EE ee, so bo^ PAA . 
on 15 iarch, 1946, 1400 - 1700, Lor« 
abl na T Mana weet Atm 

Justice Lawrence presiding 
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4 What were the reasons that lod to the attack on Yugoslavia? 


A TY ‘~ => Tt 1 - +* Y 1 ` ~~ E ^x 4 `~ r> L 
A Germany, during all the years before the beginning of the 


- hade x 
r^ Lan 4 a a 7064-4 aps de] i TA - 7 ^" hd b 
wor, had the very best relations with the Yugoslavian people and the 
M reme sa Amta 4. ^J. umo 234 ^ ar P 43 14 : 1 
tugoslavian Government. It was part of my foreign policy undertaken 


|" > ‘a: e v^ c. 4 -7 O analad anan 4d ^ pt ^1 e ev e 7 sors d] ae 
to take care of this relation in particular, since I had, with the 


ny A os ^" + ee a " :- . do jor " aa 2» - a sto aF on "19 ob r l^ 2 - € 
Regen? Paul and iinister President Stosadinowitsch, friendly relations, 


nad visited the country several times and also stayed for a longer 
vacation. 

lu was our intsntion not only to have the best economic relations, 
but also to co to a close understancing politically. This was 
successiul to the fuliest oxtont, and found its consummation in the 
return visit which the zegont Paul made to Germany. 
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AU the same time I had established similar friendly relations 
with King Doris of Bulgaria, and also here in this instance I could 
th Italy. hy intervention 
for iugoslavia cven created a certain amount of suspicion against 
my intentions. 


p = hn Autem wand wn om 4. -— deo res Du E s —-—— conta. X "Tw 
fter the beginning of the war everything vas sought to bo 
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into anything but friendly relations. It is rogrottablo that Prime 
ilinister Ozoditowitsch resigned, but his successor had the same 
policy. 

The Threc Power Pact had for its purpose that Yugoslavia, under 


^1 "1 , = sow oF 4- 7 E c 1 tes He | "1 1 ^ - ` 2 e - " +. > J- p ‘ ^ ] } " m ~ L Ta 
all circumstances, should maintain its neutrality and should not be 
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dir2ctod into the war. At the time when the signi of that acrocomont 
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to Rumania and, with the expected landing of troops from Great Britain 


in Greece, also to Oresco. In spite of that agreement we had a pact 


1 


that no troop transports should go through Yugoslavia, so that ine 
noutrality of that country, after the joining of Yugoslavia in the 
ree Power agreement, was estabiisned. 
At the same time, through our close relations with Yugoslavia, we 
! -he 


heard about the background power, the Putsch. á short time later we 
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recelvea a communicacion that vt: 


— 


e reports from Yugoslavia were correct 
tnat is to say, that there was an acute presence of Russian policy, 
as well as, through large sums of money, a financial ur idertaking from 
the side of England, of which we found proof later. It was so 
oxtensivo that this undertaking went against the policy of friendship 
l- 1. a 
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statements in the places which I will mention nere. 
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The Russians had emprasizea what tnelr interests were an wa 
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tne pur; POSS OL tne_r undertaking nad been, ine new Luzosiav i Government 
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was quite different, and few toox tne Close relation with our enemy, 
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decisive reason to remove the very last hopes of the Fuenrer in regar 
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to Russia, and to convince them that he had to take the first steps 
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in taat direction. Before the Simowitsch incident it is probable thai 
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alunough preparations had been undert LLON, t] one Would have doubtod 
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an attack against the Soviet Union. 








At the same time, it was evident that ? fugoslavia, unde 


a 


only tried to gain time for her deployment, because du 


night of the putsch the official orders for mobilizati 


Yugoslav Ariye 


of the assurances which Sinowritsch cave 


tick to the agreenent, the maneuver was easily 


4. a ^ 3 * 
the following: 
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italy, our aliy, had, in proce 


I remenber correctly, in October or September 1940. 
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informed of this venture. The Fuehrer was 


er the 


' throuzh Albania 


informed by mys 
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new government, 


ring the very same 


on were issued to the 


to Berlin, that he 


to be understood. The 


attacked Greece, 
Germany had not been 


"lw a lf 3 and 1ad only 


-- 


found out about the incident, and then probably through the foreizn office, 
and immediately he tumed back his train on the way from Trance to Berlin in 
order to meet the Duce at Florence. 


The italian Governnent, or liussolini himself, saw absolutely clearly 
why the Fuehror wanted to talk to him and, if I can rmmember correctly, the 
order to the Italian Arm: to march from Albania Greece was issued sooner 
by about lË hours, lt is a fact that the Fuehrer, in his concern to prevent 
an expansion of the conflict in the Balkans and the eastern Mediterranean undc 
all circumstances, wanted to urge tho Duce to forego such plans, which were 
$ 
| not necessary but only taken for reasons of prestigee 
hen the meeting took place at 10 cfclock in the morning and the Fuehrer 
had mentioned this point o/^ view, Mussolini declared that since 6 o'clock 
on that morning the Italiantroops had already been advancing, through Greece 


and, in his opinion, would shortly reach ithens, 

The Fuehrer pointed out again that this would mean that under certain 
circumstances, 2190, the relations to Turkey would be seriously endangered, 
and again an arca of war vould be created, and he did not mention at that 
time that finally italy would have to call Germany help. Thus was the 
situation 2t the beginning of the attack avainst Yugoslavia, 

Italy was stopped and thr^un back in a strategic and tactically 
unfavorable situation. Thus, only a part of the yugoslav Army could 
succeed to rot behind the Italian position. Then Italy would not only be 
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the situation and the position of the G Gorman 

war and that their tasks vore tc be performed 


atest possible effect, in order 


ing of the btaxas lino 


Met 


re British 


done 








thes knee ERA 


084 — 0029 


j, which ad already been landed near Athens, could come to the suppcort 
* tic ( mr 7 = P . 

uc uree: troops along th. Metaxas lino, 
-lere*ore, on tr: one hand, it was necessary that 2 considerably smalle 
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german forces attac that lino, while tho other part had to throw 
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4i upon tic Yugoslav Army, anc with insufficient forces had to obtain 


in the shortest possible tine tho olimination of tha army, Otherwise, it was 
not only possible that the destruction of the Italian Army could have taken 
place, but the German Army, thus divided, with part of their forces ir 
futoSlovie == the support b; Bulgaria came much later -- and with the cthor 


forces trying to fofce the Motaxas lino te avoid the British déployment ther 
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inerc.ore, thc order was to concentrate tho attack upon the Yuroslayv 
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M'nistry oi War in Boigrade, particularly the railrond station, which in 


and then there were scveral other important centers--the general staff builcine 
necause at that time the ontiro headquarters, politicolly ard 
militarily, was ctil!. located in Belgrade. At that moment everything ws still 
concentrated there, and the bombing of that nerve center proved to be of the 
ercatest conseque: oco in j^rolyzing the resistance e 

A warning for Yucoslavi. was not nocossary, in fact, for the following 
ressons: 

Formally, one «ay say that we had not sent a declaration of war or a 
warninte In fact, however, none of the leading personalities in Yugoslavia 

th; least coubt that Germany would attack, me recognized that because 
mne had feverishly prepared fcr mcbilizgati me 
therefore. were prepared at a tine which was before the bombing of Selrradee 
ut even if we assumed that the air force had made the first attack and thon 


thc army, that is, without warnine, then still the actions of Yugoslavia had 
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aad called for it. The extrarrdinary Conger of the military situation for 


US =~ we stood in the m.ddle cf the most serious struce¢le and we had 
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secure tne Balkans in both directions. The aims -— anc I repea 
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i remember very well == the targets were tho enemy Ministry c f 4a, 
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the railroad station, tne gororal staff building, and one or the other 
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ministries. The city, of course, sincc these buildines were its d 
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city, was 2lso hit, 
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«v During the lest cays we he . repeatecily heard £52ut the serial attacks 
£ fee. Arey m~e ^ 4^ -€-- - 
on "E2SU0W, Coventry and Rotterdam. Were these attacks mado ^ovono military 


+ hep - mm es ^ A. n . 
i The mitnesses, an? first cf all Field Mershal Ke sselring have reported 
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‘rt cf that. But fron these statements I con realize again, and it is a 
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ta e OU Me 1 >) saree hae gn i 1 ; 
atter ^f course that a comunóer cf on arry, on army croup or an air force in the 
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long run eon only see a certain sector. is Suprone Conzianc or of the Air Force, 

however, T am in a posit? to ecceri’ ho wh niet : 
Sta ^ SM In a position to cescride the whole pict-re, since I, after cll, 

was also th e responsible men vho gave the orders and following my ordors and my 
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point of view the chiefs of tha floots receive’. their instructions anc “irectives 


as to what the - hed to doe. 
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warsaw == first of all 
first morning of the attack on Polcad a larro number of Polish citics, I believe 
-Y4 T^ 5.2 s TY. * yer s s 4 5 D, . , ` 4 
the British Prosecutor mentioned their names, nac. .con attackec, I do not remeber 


their names anymoro, in my dircotivos for the first cay of the attack 


-— — -— - 
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oland I seid Specifically tho first tarzet should be the destruction of the 


enemy oir forcee Once that had been achieved the other tarrots could be attacked 


vri -7 aast rie Z9 4^ 4. Im. a e. y oue } ~~ >? T°? A don 1 e A 
without cirficu ty. inerofc^o, there was an order to attack the following 


airfields anc. I am certain with^ut.2vinz the names hefove me that eir nty 7 ter cont 


— 


of the names of places rontioned are citios or towns ne^» which there were 


--— 


The second named targets, which on the first day voro to be attacken! oniy in 


a limited - easure were imrortc:zt railroad crossings. I point that out because 
shortly before the last end decisive attack on Warsaw the French military attache 
in Poland sent 2 report to his © vernuent which we are in a position to sumit 
here and which we found Later .n Poris, from which it can %e seen that even tais 
enemy cCeclaroc the vorman Lir Forec hac, in Poland, exclusively cttockod military 


« E» e ~ tP m ] ^ re 3 an 13+ 
tarrets -= oxclusivoly and that was underlinod, 


Warsaw == Warsaw first cf all for a long time consisted cf two torzoets -- that 


S 


is tho wrong exprossion “ecause it wont quickly, Bofore the surrou:cing of Warsaw 
they were first, the airfiold Oxctche, where the meny air lanes wore concentrated 
anc the railroad station, onc of the most streto dc roilroad stations in Poland, 

But those were not the Cocisivo attacks which wore talked abcut, But efter Warsaw 


was encircled it was asiod to surrencer, That surrender was refusec, was rejected 


and I ronemser and remind you of the proclamation which urred the entire civilian 
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population to offer resistance, not only military vut alse civilian, whic is 
acainst international low. Still we triod accin, Wo dropoed leaflets ct first, 
not 5015s, in which we u foc. the population to cease fi htinr, Seconcly, when 
the commanding officer insisted on his point cf vicv we urged the civilian 
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populaticn to evacuate the city “efore the bombince 





Ve then reecived a >rondeast 088070 that the commanding officer wantoc to 
sond 2 messencer and wo acveec and waited but no messenfer ever camee We cic 
achieve nat the diplomatic cords onc all neutrals could leave Warsaw alon” a road 
whic we tere to Cesimate anc taat vas CONG 


"111 " t y 3^ M lh M^ T* PA 1 
inen, after the last Wesso e where We explained clearly that now we would be 
, a E D 
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forcec to attack tho city nosi Severely vhon no surrencer took place, we thought 


first to shell the fortifications an^ then the Datteries which had been 


^ chorpas my. ae , ~ i. * - TS A 
estcolisheZ within the city. That was the attack on HarsaW, 
ee AG S Dein . J And dens tele f ds kA 34.54. 4 | 1 
hotterdam == in Rotterdam the situation was entirely dift rerte In order to 
s - pa ^ 1 j.” d LI s ^T 3l. Y s^ Pl rr A 1» £747 ~ " " ev 
terminate the eampairn in the Netherlands as quickly as >ossible an^ tc oid 


further 5loodshed anc since v.e had  asically no matters of dispute with the Dutch, 
I had orcerec the use of the use of the parachute division in the back of the 
troops Ceployed a accins vc ‘Se irst oz all, in orcer to capture the three most 
important bridges, one noar liordeil: across the Rhine, the other near Dortrecht 
anc the third near Rotterdam, That avec the way to the rear of the main line of 


nm 


deployment and if that wcvld >rcve successful tho Dutch Army coud 


^ 


for a fow cayse This uso of uy parachute division vrcvec entire! successful, 
While at Mordeik and Dortr: cht ToSistoneo was overcome quickly the wit a 
Rotterdan cot into EL culty It was surrounced bv Dutch troops. Everythings 
hinsec on the fact that the railroad aridre and the roac bridgo shoulc fall into 
cur honds without destruction becausa then only tho last possibility tc cet at the 
rear of the Dutch troops would 5e cvoiloeblo,. While the main nart was in the 
southern part of Rotvercan a few STearheads of the parachutists had crossec 
two bhricees cnd foucht SeVorcly. Ono wos in the railroad station north of the 
river enc. the second within a numer of buildings of tle well-known butter or 
marcerine factory whi ch e‘vered the road bridges This snearisoac held its 
position in spite of heavy ALTACKS e 


During the at time a panzer division axproached Rotterdam from the outsico, 


crossed tho Mordeik and Dortrecht ! ridcos ond here I would like to correct a 
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mistake which aro So Curins he interroration of Ficld Marshal Kesselrinr "Dv oir 


David Me 
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XWcll-F yfo. Lt, Gon-ral Schmidt 5olonrod to this eroup which came from 
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the outside, the armorec. eroun and ho led theme General Student was the leader 


of the parachute division inside of Rotterdame That explains the fact that there 


were negotiations for capitulation with the commander of the troops comin” from 


the outside an? Secondly, negotiations with the coma nccr of the parachute troops 


within the city and these two negotiations were considered as one lator, 
If we examine this carofully anc. We can explain it to the minute, andif it 


could *e seen whether it woule cone to a canitulation or not, anc. that has only to 


— - oe -- 


Co with Rotteróam, then the group to the north of the two oricges wasin & very 

precariots positicn, QU; port across the two ' ridges was extrorely difficult. 

They were under heavy fire, flanking machine (un fire and I could still craw a 
‘Lagram of the situation. There was also artillory fire baking place sc that a 


few incivicuals, and I Tenoer the situation very Well, were proceeding hanring 


by their hands from the oricge in order to ret across anc not be hit by the fire, 


~E d 


It was ordered to shell battcrios north Uno station anc those Dutch forces 


on the road leac ing to the north and who were harassing our spearheads it was 


orcerec they ^e bombed since the narachute troops had no artillery and bombing 


represonts the only art iller y of parachutists, I had assured my narachutists 


e 


nefore theventure that they would under ell circunstaneos rocoive the protection 


» 


y Dombers arainst heavy shelling. Three froups of "y squacrons were usede The 
cry for help camo from the broadcast station which the paratroopers had 
established in Rotterdan, which cid not function as Well as was montionedc here, 

end from the signals which the plans picked up such as arrows an? sirns which 


showed the reconnaissance flyers whero the artillery shcllin: came from, northwest, 


south, 
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Thereupon, I ordered the iir Force to use one Squadron, The squadron 
Started in three groups, about 25 to 36 planes, When the first group arrived, 
as far as I know the negotiations had startec, but with no clearly visible 
results, In spite of that, red flares went up. The first group did not recog- 
nize the flares and threw their bombs as ordered, just into that area which was 
designated, If I remember the figure correctly, there were 36 twin-motored 
planes which could only have thrown 50-kilo bombs, The second anc third groups 
recognized the red flares, turned around, and did not drop their bombs, 

Wireless connections between Rottercam and the planes did not exist, 
The wireless connection went from Rotterdam to my headquarters, Airfleet 2, to 
division squadron ground position, and from there there was a connection to the 
planes, That was in iiay 1940, when generally the wireless connection between 
ground crew and planes was a fairly zood one, but not to be compared with the 
Splendid communications which were Wied out later in the course of the war, 

It was essential, however, since Rotterdam could not broadcast 


directly to the planes, that the signals which had been agreed upon had to be 


v 


used, that is to say, the red flares which were recognized by grours two and 
three, but not by group one, 

The great amount of destruction was not causcd by bombs but by fire, 
That can best be seen by the fact that all the buildings which were built of stor 
and concrete are still standing, but the wood buildings were destroyed, The 
great extent of that fire was because of structures with large amounts of fats 
and oils, Secondly, I want to point out -- I want to emphasize this == that 
the fire could have been limited, 

The final negotiations for capitulation, as far as I renember, took 
place at 6:00 otclock in the evening, and I know that well, because during 
these negotiations there was still shooting going on and the General of the 
Paratroopers, Student, went to the window during the negotiations and was hit 
in the hoad by a bullet, which resulted in serious injury. 

That is what I have to say about Rotterdam, an explanation about the 


two generals ana their negotiations, one from the outside, the other one from 


É 
c2 
the inside of Rotterdam, 

Coventry. From the 6th of September to November, only after repeated 


warnings to the English Government, and after the Fuchrer had reserved for him- 
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sclf the right to give the order for reprisal attacks on London and had hesitated 
for a long time, and after German cities which had no military targets had been 
bombed again and again, than only London was designated as a target for attack, 
From the 6th and 7th of September —— the first attack was on the 6th of September 
in the afternoon -= the German Air Force pounded continuously on London, Al- 
though this may have been for reasons of retaliation and politicol pressure, I 
still did not consider it an attainable goal, 

I do not wish to be misunderstood by saying that I knew from the 
first World War that the people of London can take it and that we could not 
break their military resistance in this manner, It was important for me, first 
of all, to prevent an increase of the power of resistance of the British 4ir 
Force, 48 à soldier or, in other worus, &s Supreme Commander of the German Air 
Force, the matter of importance to me was to break the enemy air force, 

Although the Fuehrer wanted to soe London attacked, I prepared the 
designation of Coventry for the target, and that because, according to ny in- 
formation, in and around Coventry there was locatec a moin part of the aircraft 
industry, Birmingham and Coventry were the most important targets, I decided 
on Coventry because there the most targets could be hit within the smallest 
arcae 

I prepared that attack myself with both air fleets, and examined all 
the plans and checked thom, and at the first opportunity as for as the weather 
was concerned, a moonlit night, I ordered the attack and gave directives to ree 
peat it until decisive results should be achieved against the British aircraft 
industry, and then to switch to the next target, Birmingham, and the large 
motor industry near Bristol and south of London, 

That was the attack on Coventry, but in this case the reason for the 
city's being seriously hit was because of the fact that the industry wis widely 
dispersed over the city, with the exception of two works which were outside of 
the city, and again in this case a great expansion of damage was achieved by 
firc, If we look at German cities today, we can see what fire can CO» 

That was the attack on Coventry, 
0 In the year 1941, negotiations took place about collaboration with 
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Japan, Were you present at these negotiations? 
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in. I myself did not take part in the negotia tions, I can say very 
little opout necrotic tiqas witha Japan because fron a militery point of view I 
had very little to do and seldom met with the Japanese. During the entire war, 
only ones, and for 2 short time, I received a delegation of Japanese officers, 
attachese Therefor, I cannot say anything about collaboration with Japane 
Je had mace an agreement to exchange war experiences, but that went through the 
various offices and I had nothing to co with it definitely. 
"hen were you first informed that Hitler thought a wer against 
Russia necessa ry? 

á For the first time I was informed about the intentions of the Fuehrer 
to get into a conflict with Russia und ~ certain circunstances late in fall 1940. 
in Berchtesgaden. 

Q' Were you present curing the conversation in Novauber 1940 with the 
Russian Foreign Minister Molotov? 

he I was not present personali during the conversation between Hitler 
and Molotov, Mr, Molotov, however, paid a visit to me end we discussed the 
general situction, I know about the conversztion with Liol@tov, however, be- 
esuse the Fuehrer told me everything about it, and it. was just that conversation 
which increased the Fuehrer!s suspicion that Russia was getting ready for an 


134 


attack upon Germany, anc that came from a scussions during thot conversation 
and camandcs which «M^. Molotov made then, 

They were: First of all, 2 guarantee to Bulgaria, anc 2 pact of 
assistance with Bulgsric, such as Russian had made with the three Baltic states, 

Secondly, the giving up of any interest in Finland to such an extent 
that Russia, which had signed a peace with Finlsnc ^ short time ago, could 
attack Finland again and not have to be satisfied with the results of the pre- 
vious agreement e 

Thirdly, discussions about the ardanelles and the Bosporus, and, 

Fourthly, the-possibility of aceression against Rumania throug 
Bessarabia, 

These were the points which were discussed with the Fuchrer, There 


was also 2 hint to the Forcign Ninister about securing interests at the exit 


l4 
of the Baltic. 4063 
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The Fuehrer viewed these cenands in a Cifferent light, .Jtithoush Russia 
W'S especially justified about derends coneerning Finland, he still believed- 
that in connection with other reports vica ha hac received about the Russian 
state of prepareaness, Russia wanted to improve her position in Finland in 
order to overrun Gernany fron the north and to get into closest proximity with 


the Swedish ore mines, which would be of great importance to Germany. 
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Secondly, as to the advance as demanded into the Roumanian and 
7 Bulgarian arca, it was not absolutely certain, clear, to the Fuehrer that this 
Pressure would not continue in the south, the Dardanelles, or in an easter 
direction, but in a western direction, that is to say, that here also Russia 
would move on the southern flank of Germany and by getting control of the 
Roumanian oil fields make Germany absolutely dependent on Russia as far as 
delivery of oil was concerned, In these demands he saw, somewhat camouflaged, 
assurances to gain positions against Germany. He hinted that guarantees 
concerning the exit of the Baltic was incompatible for Germany at that time. 
^ltozcther that convors-tion caused the Fuehrer to feel increasing ly 
menaced, and already in his discussion with me the Fuchrer had told me why 
he was considering preporinz against the Russian pushe The information 2 
to feverish preparations in the area -= nearly accurate -= acquired by Russia 
in Foland, Lithuania, Bessarabia made him very suspicious. 
Up to that time we had first only eight and then 20 to 25 divisions 
along the entire Eastern border. Further reports came that Russia at the 


EST 


very moment, if Gersany would be menaced in the West by British invasion or 


if Germany should decide on an invasion against Engeland, could attack us in 
2. 3 


act that shortly before, 


Ft 


the backe His arguments were strengthened by the 
and against all precedents which we had seen before in Russia, Geman 

engincers == and I believe also artisans'-= suddenly were shown the tremendous 
Russian industry in the field of aviation, aircraft and tanks. These reports, 
about the surprisingly high production of these industries strencthened the 
Fuchver*s conviction and he was sc much convinced of it that he said if 
England = and that was his political way of thought -- if England continues 
to refuse any arrangement with us, 2ithough she is now fighting alone acainst 
us, they must have some ace up their sleeve, 

He had information that Prime Minister Churchill had emphasized two 
facts: first, that increased support by the United States could be expected, 
at least in the technical field, the armament field. And then still more 
farereaching, anc secondly ==- which he considered more plausible =-= that at 
that tine already Churchill had reached an agreement with tussia in that 


direction, and pointed out that here sooner or later it was come to a clash» 
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He gave the following calculations: 

Before the U,ited States would be ready with armament and mobilization, 
it was necessary to break Russian preparations by quick and strong blows and 
to weaken the Russian forces so that they would not represent a danger in 
the rear, when Hitler had to be prepared tc fight the British and Americans 
on the continent, 

These were the ways of thought of the Fuehrer which he expressed 
to me, 

Then came the visit of Molotov, and which strengthened this thought 
extraordinarily. 

Q What was your attitude toward an attack on Russia at that time? 

A At that time I was first very much surprised and only a few hours 
later asked the Fuehrer's permission to state my point. It came too surprising 
for me, Then in the evening I told the Fuehrer the followings 

I urged him not at that moment or an even short time thereafter to 
Start any way against Russia, 

And may I say that I was not concerned with reasons of international 
law or similar reasons. My point of view was decided by political and military 
reasons onlye First, since the coming to power I believe that probably of 
all leading men in Germany, I considered the conflict with Russia the most 
threatening menace to Germany. I knew -- and many others like myself -= that 
in Russia for over ten years an excecdingly strong rearmament and training 
had taken place, that the standard of living had been lowered on all other 
fields in favor of rearmament. Ihe shipments of German industry and examinae 
ticns of shipments from American, British and other industries showed that 
they contained only such machines that were urgently needed for a rearmament 
program of the industry. One could even estimate the Speed and the extent of 
the Russian armament program from these shipments. 

If Germany had now devel.ped in the Communist sense, then of course the 
Russian armament in hy opinion would have been directed against other sources 
of cangere, But since we had cone to power, of course, the political and 
philos-^phical contrasts mace an important and dancerous role. I understood that 
such contrasts do not necessarily have to lead to conflicts between states, 


because the national and political interests will always 
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be stronger and greater than all philoscphical contrasts, or even agrecmentse 

` But here alsco I discerned a menace, because what shoulda these tremendous 
tussian reamings have to do at a time when Germany wis open to a menace of 
that kind? 

I told the Fuehrer t hat in spite of this principal point of view I 
oversaw a menace threatening from Russia; I still would ask him to rather 
let this menace continue to exist and, if it was at all possible, to try 
to direct the interests of Russia against England. And I told him "At 
present we fight against one of the greatest powas, the British Empire. 
Though you, my Fuehrer, are not of this opinion, I have to contradicts 
because I am definitely of the opinion that sooner or later the second great 
world power, the United States, will march against us, and that will not 
depend on the reelection of Fresident Roosevelt. The other candidate will 
not oe able to prevent ite We will ve in a struggle against two of the 
largest powers, It was your masterpiece to make possble at the beginning 
of the war that there be fighting on one front only, and you have always 
pointed out that this was important, that in case of a clash with Russia at 
this time, the third great power would be thrown into the struggle against 
Germany, We would be alone, isolated again, against practically the 
entire worlce The other nations do not count. And again on two fronts," 

He replied, "I do not misunderstand your argument. I do nct overlook 
the Russian menace, any more than anybody else, but if we succced now in 
executing our plans in the fight against the British Empire and if we are 


successful, Russia will 
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not let her attack break loose; only if we should get stuck in 1 serious 


"> 


, Struggle in the West, I am of the opinion that the Russian menace will 


I was even of the opinion thatthe quick consent of the Russi ans to 


balance the Polish crisis was given in order to assure that Germany could 
lict, because thereby the German-Prench-Britisa conflict 
was cauBeC, and it was definitely in the Russian interest to precipitate 
chis conflict and to do it with such advantages as they have done, 

I also told the Fuehrer, as far as I had reports and evidence, the 
Russian armaments will only be completed in the year 1952, 19h43 or even 
as late as 194). Until then, it would have to be possible for us to achive 


with respect to England, if not a peace based on victory at least an arrange- 


could be 
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achieved against England, and at that time the German Air Force with all 

its power was attacking England. If the German Air Force would have to 
form a new front, and to deploy for the attack of ussia, considerable 
numbers, moro than half, would have to be thrown to the East, and practically 
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any energetic attack on England could not be ezrricd out any voro, All the 


but much more decisive than these considerrticns was the fact that 
with a deployment of that kind against Russia, my pian sh ich I had sub=- 
mitted to the Fuchrer to attack England in Gibralter and Suez wovld heve 
to be dropped. The attack on Gibralter by the Air torce was so methodically 
prepared that according to all expectations no failure could be thought 


of. The British Air forces on the small air field north of the Rock were 
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success. The simultanecus capture of the other sice, the African side, 
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end then a push on Lasablancsa and Dakar would have assured at least that 
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a deployment of American forces s: 
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would have been impossible, md hw far it would have been possible later by 


arrangements to use islands such as the Cutbert Islands wes still to be scenes 
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It is clear that it would have meant that we could sit on that point of 





North Africs with planes or UeBo^ts and harass all convoys coming from 
North or South Africa, from such favorable positions, And if the 
liediterranecsn was closed it wuld not be difficult by pushing across 
Tripoli to bring the attack against Suez to 2 successful conclusion. 

The exclusion of the “editerranean as a combat area, the key point 
of Gibralter, North Africa down to Dakar, Suez and possibly in the south, 
and it was in the south of Seuz, could have been possible with small forccs-- 
a numbcr of divisions onthe one and the other side, and all the uncer- 

ainty of the long Italian coasteline would have bien excluded from danger 

of attacke 

l urged himto put these considerations in the foreground and only 
after the conclusion of such an undertaking to re-examine thc military 
snd political situation mnccrning Russia, and if th basis could be 
achieved, any favorable position painst the United States would have 


been given to uSe 
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I explained all these reasons in the greatest detail and pointed out again 
andagain that we had here a relatively secure case which we would lose, as 
against an insecure one, and that this would have led much rather to an 
arrangement with England at a time at which one and the other was standing 
on either side of the Channel armed to the teeth. These were my reasons 
to delay the date of the attack against Russia, and I also pointed out that 
if we would be successful in this venture, the Russian armaments could have 
been channeled possibly into other political directions. I emphasize, 
however, that the Fuehrer at first had made only general preparations and he 
told me at that time that he would reserve a decision for the attack and 
that the final decision was only taken after the Simowitsch Putsch. 

IER PRESIDENT: We will adjourn now, 

(A reess was taken from 1525 to 15h0 hours) 
BY DRe STAHWER: 
Q The prosecution has admitted Document 376-PS, dated 29 October 19h0, 
ana in paragraph five states the following: 
"Ihe Fuehrer is concerned with war against the United States and it is 

concerned with the occupation of Atlantic Islands," 

‘hat can you say to that? 
^ I am very well acquainted with this document because it has just 
been submitted tome. It is concerned with a letter which the Deputy of 
the Luftwaffe in the OKW, Lt. Colonel von Falkenstein, gave to the chief of 
my general staff, It is a study of those points which I have gust set 
forth == occupation of Gibraltar and North Africa and perhaps also the 
Atlantic Islands -- first of all, bases for combat against England; and 
secondly, in case -= and I underline "in case" -- in case America should 
enter the war, to have a better flanking position against their convoyse 
At that period of time, as far as I was concerned, without having conversed 
with the Fuehrer, had made research into the execution of enterprises of 
this nature and this material is, therefore, inconsequential, 

Q in this connection, I have a further question. It had been stated 


that an organization of plans for the year 1950 had been executed, 
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A This question may be answered briefly. I am familiar with this 
document, for on two or three oceasions it has been mentioned by the 
prosecution, If, when an expert of the general staff of the powers 
represented were called in, he would say that this document is of small 
value, It is a study by the general staff, by the subordinate divisions, 
in order to work out the best schemes for a leadership organization. It 
was concerned with whether the leadership should be subordinated to certain 
offices or whether corps should be formed, whether squadrons should consist 
of fighters and bombers or whether it should consist of bombers only. These 
questions were always dealt with either in time of peace or in war, 
independent of other considerations, that these works are always carried on 
and they may sometimes be in the possibility of later strategy. In this 
case, the man who made the study assumed a situation around or up to 1950; 
he envisaged a twoefront war which was not too far beyond possibility -- a 
war with England dnd France on the West and Russia in the East -= and the 
conditions were that Austria and Poland were in our hands. This study never 
reached my hands, I have just become acquainted with it now, although that 
is insignificant -= for the study was made in my department and since it was 
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made in my department, it must have been made at my direction, Organization 


leadership and other considerations were always carried on, 
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but when inconsequential for political consideration should not be considered 
in the course of this proceeding, 

Q Several days ago it was pointed out that vou made a Speech 
allegedly before this staff of officers in which you Said that you had an 
Air Force, and if a point of hourship came, it should be a mission of 
Vengeance against the opponent, and as to the opponent there should be no 
question that he was already lost, but nevertheless he should do battb. 
l shall have this Speech submitter to you and I would like to know your 
attitude you are taking, and what purposes are to be served? 

A This quotation has been used by the prosecution twice; first in the 
beginning, and secondly, just the other day, in the Cc ross-e«xamination of 
Field Marshal Milch, and we are concerned with the speech which appeared in 
the book, The speech is called "Comradeship", and the comradeship in this 
Speech is the duty to remember in the comradeship you are Willing to sacrifice, 
This speech was addressed to thousands of Reich officers on the date they 
took their oath, on the 20th of May in 1936, 

At length I told thousands of young flyers, on the first day they 
were being commissioned officers, I told them about the concept of comradeship, 


the duty and the very willingness to sacrifice, This quotation has been 


_ 


torn from my context. I request the Tribunal that I may read the preceding 
paragraph, so that the whole may be seen in its entirety, and I would like 

to picture the atmosphere in showing zou that I had thousands of young 
enterprising officers of the Luftwaffe before me, and that I had imbued 

them with the belligerent Spirit, "This is not concerned with the war of 
attack, but I have prepared you to be brave Soldiers" and the quotations which 
have been taken from this document are as follows: "I demand of you nothing 
impossible, I do not demand of you to be a model. I would like you to 

be generous and magnanimous. I understand that you are committed to pranks, 
otherwise you would not be youth, and you may sometimes do pranks which seem 
crimes, and I will punish you rightly for it, but that is not the decisive 
factor, the decisive factor is love and honor, that you will be obedient, 


that you will be men. You mày add to that as much as you wish, but once 
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yor are in the plane you must be men, determined to meet swift resistance, 


that is what I demand of you; to be brave and venturesome', and then the 
following Paragraph which has just been read. " I am of the opinion that 

you have a weapon of vengeance towards the Opponent, but be not concerned 
with vengeance", but the vengeance corps is a technical expression in German , 
which does not mean to me what it seems to mean to you. I wish to say 
something else in this connection, although I do not wish to read anytning 
further. The words which I might use would be entirely untenable, because 
you have to consider before whom I spoke. In view of the use of that 
expression in the economic and political preparation, I understand it is 

with the military consideration which we are concerned, 


IHE PRESIDENT: Go on, Dre Stahmer, 


THE WITNESS: I would like to say I was conmander-inechief of the 





luftwaffe, and made all the necessary preparations which were necessary for 
the rreparation of a campaign of that natures; that consent, or refusal, 
or disagreement were not concerned, 

DR. STAHMER: Your Honor, I cannot hear. Please continue, 

THE WITNESS: From the military point of view the necessary preparations 
were of course taken, 4hen you are concerned with a new strategic under- 
taking in which each and every officor had to take care of his military duty, 
the Luftwaffe in due course received this from me in that vein, I do not 
feel that the Nigh Tribunal would be interested in the details of how I was 
concerned with the dephoyment of my ^ir Force in a decisive war in which 
you had to act heavily right from the beginning, and from the first to beat 
the enemy Air Force, and to destroy it completely. independent of the purely 
military consideration and economic preparation, which according to the 
experience of the prior MP. such as Poland, or in the west, these consideratioa 
seem essential, and doubly so in the case against Russia, However, in this 
case we had a completely different construction of economic life from that 
which we had found in the other countries on the Continent, In this case 
there was state economy and state ownership. Private economy was not in 
existence. I was charged with this idea, of course, since the fact existed, 


and since as plenipotentiary for the Four Year Plan I directed the whole 
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economy and decreed matters accordinglye 

I therefore instructed the economy staff, and formulated a. plan 
accordingly for this deployment, and even more so since we had to expect 
that if a push through Russia would take place large parts of her economic 
system would be destroyed. From these economic mobilization measures tne 
Green Brief Case resulted. I am of the opinion in each future, as well as 
the past war of the other side, together with 4 military and political 
mobilization, there would have to be an economic mobilization of both sides, 
otherwise a very unfortunate system would arise. tne Green Brief Case; 
the Gruene Mappe case,kad been citec repeatedly, but excerpts had been 
quoted from the context, and in order to save time I do not wish to quote 
at length passages from this Green Brief Case that might agree later on 
when the documents are quoted; but if I were to summarize, and if I were 
to read that Green Brief Case from the beginning to the end, the High 
Tribunal would see that in this case & very expedient and important work 
is involved, especially for an army which was to penetrate into an area which 
had a completely different economic systeme 

This Green Brief Case contains many positive matters, anc here and 
now, perhaps, a sentence or phrase if cited alone, as has been done, would 
give the wrong picture; Altogether , preparations and other measures were 
laid down in this work, If economy Was obtained from the State, and then 
you have a hostile contact witn this State , there should be a continuance 
of this economy for your own purposese But in order to save time 1 will 
not read the points which would exc rate me, for on the whole I have stated 
and wish to explain, that as & matter of course and a matter of duty we woulc 
have used Russia for our purposes, -he same as Russia is doing now in the 
area which Russia is occupying in Germany, but the only differentiation is 
that we would not have dismantlec the entire Hussian economy up to the last 
bolt and screw, as it is being done, and those measures result in the course 
battle. I will take complete responsibility for this document ə 

Q There has been as a matter sf record Document No, 2718-PS, and this 

has been seized with a note of a conference with the state secretary regardin 


the case Barbarossa, and, first of all, a statę of war can be carried on only 
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if à whole army in the third year can be fed out on the road, and, secondly, 
that many millions of people will have starved if we take things that are 
necessary, and we lost those things from the country. Do you know about 


this substance of this conversation , and do you know about the note? 
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I got to know tnis document when it was submitted to me here, It seems to 
& insecure, We can not tell elearly just who was present at the meeting, what 
2S talked about, and who had the responsibility for the nonsense that is 
pressed therein. It is a matter of course, but in the framework of the many 


ixpert conferences which took place many things were discussed and said which are 
n'tirely nonsensical and appear such. 

First of all I would like to state the German Army would have been fed even 
tf there nad been no war with Russia, Conditions were notas tney seened to be in 
7 is quotation, "In order to feed the Gernan Army we would have to attack Russia, 
jefore the attack on Russia tne Gersan Army w3s fec and would have been fed 
thereafter. But if we had to march into Russia and march wuürough, of course it 
vas a matter of course that the army would be fed from the territory at hand in the 
country. 

The feeding of several millions cf people, that is, two or three, if I assume 
she march in its larger scale and in its larger proportions, can not prove that 
any, many millions on toe other side can therefore starve; for a soldier cannot 
aL so much on one hand while on the other it would not se sufficient for numbers 
three times that much. As a matter of fact and de facto, the population of Russia 
sid not starve. Of famine there was the sphere of possibility, however, but not 
ecause the German Army was to be fed «ut of Russia, but because through the 
struction of agricultural implements; through the transporting away of other 
agricultural implements; and through the destruction of seed, 

Many means were used thet the narvest, which was stili stancing in the fields, 
vas partially destroyed by tne retreating Russian troops, and ths harvest could 
iot be brought in in large proportions; and great dangers existed for fall and 
ipring cultivating of the field, for implements and seed were not present, 

If this crisis was met it was metnot because the Russian troops destroyed 
r transported everything away, but because Germany was very much obliged to use 
-r on materials, that is, machines of an agricultural nature, and brought every- 
hing of tnat nature along, including seed. Anë the troops were not fed out of the 


untry but received their supplies from Germany, and this had to be done so 
Y 5 


seyond this hay had to be brought from Yermany, Only through the greatest efforts 


4 


f organization and administration and in coope ation with the lccal population 
FS I 


ilowly a balance could be met on the agricultural sector, and a Surplus was 
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As far as I know a famine only existed at Leningrad, as it has been 
-entioned, In this connection, Leningrad was a fortress which was besieged, and in 
the history of war there isno similar example that thebesierer would supply 
the beleaguered city with foodstuffs so that they could resist longer and more 
strongly. The history of wars has always shown that bleckaders will do everytiing 
to force capitulation by a cutting of fo dstuffs and other Supplies, Neither 
under international law or on the basis of historical law should we feed 
fortresses which were resisting us, 

Q — And what part did the Luftwaffe have in the attack on Leningrad? 

A ne Luftwaffe air defense cf Leningrad was very weak, The north sector 
of our attack was very pocrly supplied with air defense. We hac several tasks. 
At notime was there a concentrated attack byour air force on Leningrad, like we 
nad mace on other cities, or attacks which had oeen made on German cities, 
ihe Fuehrer not cnce but repeatedly, in the presence of cther gentlemen at 
briefing sessions, accusec me that apparently the German Luftwaffe didn't dare 
so into Leningrade I repliec, "So long as ny Luftwaffe is ready to go int. the 
hell of Lcndon it will be equally prepared to go into the much lessedefered area 
of Leningrad, but I lacked tne means, anc. besides you must not zive me toc many 
tasks for my air force in the north of the front, such as the routing of 
Supplies through the Ladoga Sea and other considerations," 

Attacks were made just onee on Kronstadt, and to the fleet which was at 
Bayniaby, and other targets which had S-viets stationed there. 

and a witness, a Russian professor, was of the opinion that the German Air 


Force was interested in destroying 
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museums, anc. he said that under oath, But a later witness which was not under 
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oath == and I don't exactly remember the names -- was under the impression that 
my Luftwaffe was especially interested in using his cathedrals as a target. I 
would like to ¢sil to your ettention in this connection == and it may even be 
comprehended by non-exports == St, Petersburg was &t the very front of the 
fighting, and it was not important to attack it so much, for heavy and light 
artlilery was quite sufficient to attack the city, 

Q Confiscation by the occupying power -- did you limit yourself to 
State property? 

A In this connection I forgot something cn nected with the last 
question, and that was that much destruction allegedly took place in Russia, 
and moving pictures were shown to this effect which, impressive as they may be 


but not impressive to a German — for they showed only - modest proportion of 





the destruction which we suffered in our own cities, But I would like to 

point out that much of this destruction took place in the course of battles that 
it was not intentional; not for the purpose of destroying by artillery or from 
the air, And historical cities were involved; cities of art were involved 

when the battle was raging, 

Pesrsonalities like Ichaikovski, Tolstoy, and Puschkin are much too 
highly honored, and we would not intend to harm any of their monuments and 
we never had any such intentions, 

Now about the question of the confiscation of state property and was 
it only such property thet was confiscated. As far as I know, yes, Private 
property is mentioned in the oifici^l reports, So far as the winner of 1941 
and 1942 there might have been in the matter of furs or perhaps fur boots, and 
sate solcicrs took suue of these smaller articles from the people, But on the 
whole there was no private property, and as such could not be confiscated, I 
personally can speak only of a small fraguont, and by that I mens the surround- 
ings of the City of Winitzs and the city of Winitza itself, Ly headquarters 
were at that city when I was there, I repeatedly visited the éity and the out- 
lying peasant estates, because I was interested in life there, ond I saw 
poverty cf such huge extent that I can not understand just what we should have 


or could have taken there, This is just an insignificant but constructive 
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examples eupty marmelade jars, empty tin cans, empty cigar boxes or cigarette 
boxes -= that the peasantsswere anxious to get these insignificant articles 
and were interested in trading eggs, for the peasants were interested in those 
articles and considered thon very desirable. 

In this connection I would like to emphasize that so far as I was 
concerned and learned personally and from Germans there were no theatres dese 
troyed,. I know just one theatre at the "initza, I had visited the artists who 
were appearing there and I saw the ballet. I procured material, dresses, and 
allied materinls for thau because they were completely out of those things, 

So far as the destruction of churches in the town of Winitza is 
concerned, tnere I attcndod the dedication of the largest church which for years 
prior to that time had been a powder magazine, and under the German administra- 


tion was reinst2ted as a church, 
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The clergy requested me to be present at this dedication, but I 
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had to decline because I do not belong to theOrthodox Churche 

As far as the looting of stores was concerned, I could sse only one 
store in the Winitgs that was completely empty. 

v “hat is thesignificance of the work camp Dora, which was mene 
tioned by the French Prosecution? 

A Before l go cn to that, I must add to the accusation that we 
destroyed industry everywhere that this eecusation is incorrect and that 
icr our own purposes we had to reconstruct industry. I would like to call 
attention to the dan of Dnieper Potrowsk as the determining factor for 
the clectrificati.n of the upper regione 

as far as industry and agriculture arc concerned, we knew cf the scorched 
earth policy, the policy that had been decreed by Russia and which had 
been executed by Russia. This scorch earth policy created a vory curious 
Situstbion, and it tcok much effort on our part to mect the situation. 


Therefore, from the secnomic point of vicw, we had much reconstructicm to 


AS far as destruction of cities is concerned, I would like to add 
tht over and beyond that which took place in the course of battle, there 
were parts of cities that hac been mined and at the proper tine went into 


the air, and, of course, hac many German victime, I con cite Ocessa and 


NowI am coming to the question of Cemp Dora, This is the first tine 
that I have hac knowledge of this concept. Of coursc, I know of the 
sudverranean works which were near Norchausen. I personally never 
visited them, but they had been established quite early., Procuction was 
carried on there, 

am nct familiar with conditions as Alleged at Camp Dora, and I be- 
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Of course, I knew that subterranean 
works did exist, anc I was interested in having material manufactured for 
the Luftwaffe, and I can not see that subterranean works Should be.of. an 
especially serious or perhaps a destructive character. I hac one important 
subterranean work at Kala for Luftwaffe armament. German workers, to a 
large part, were theres; some Russian workers and some Russian priscners of 
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war were there, and I personally saw wh^t was going on and found everyone 
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in good spirits, and saw that they received additional raticns and 
orought cigarettes and other things to theme 

The other subberr^nean works for which I requested concentration camp 
internees were not put into existence, That I requested inmates of concen- 
cration camps for the armament of the Luftwaffe is orrect and it is to 
be taken as a matter of coursee I was not aware of the inner workings of 
the concentration campse I knew that many Germans were in concentration 
campSe Some of them hac refused to join the Army, who were politically 
unreliable, wh. had bcen punished in other ways. During times of war, such 
conditions existed in other countries also, and, as in other countries, 
everyone hac to work in Germanye Women were taken into the labor front, 
including those who had never worked before in their lives. In my own 
home, parachutcs were manufactured. Everyone had to participate in this 
work, and I could not see why, if the rest of the German popul^tion were 


working, the inmates of prisons and concentration camos should not also 


hu 


Work and be put to use for the work essential to the ware 
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š .l am of the opinion that, as far as concentration camp inmates are 
concerned, from what I kmow today, it was better for them to work in the 


aerial armament works than perhaps in their own concentrati n CAMPS» 





The matter that they worked, per se, is to be taken as a matter of 
course, and that they worked for armament purposes is a matter of course, but 
that that work would mean destruction is a new concepte It may be that it 
might be envisaged, but I for my part was interested in having these people 
work rather than having them destroyed and to have them produce value, and I 
was interested in having them do the same work as the German people did -- 
that is, aerial accessories. I was not interested in having them destroyed, 

Q On what conditions were prisoners of war used in flak operations, 

& For flak operations, prisoners of war were used, essentially in 
those batteries which were in certain localities and were permanently 
Stationed there. We were concerned in this case with volunteers, These 
were chiefly Russian prisoners of war, but not entirely so, so far as I 
remember. 

We may not forget that in Russia there were various people who did not 
think alike, Certain East battalions were made up of volunteers, and a large 
nuiber of volunteers arose when the announcements for flak batteries were 
made. We had an entire division f volunteers -= Russian prisoners-ofewar == 
who were ready to ficht against their own country. I was not especially 
impressed with these people, but during war, you take what you can get, and 
the other side did the same thinge The volunteers were ready to go into the 
flak work because there their work was less; their supplies were better, and 
whatever other reasons they may have had I do not know, but if a local German 
flak battery in, say the year 194 or 1945, were to be looked at, I will 
acnit that it created a rather strange impression. There were young men == 
people of fifteen to eighteen -— old men between fifty-five and 


sixty, some 
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MCN, Some v lunteers f all nations, but they shot, and that was the decidin-z 


thine, 


Q In what relation was Sauckel t; you as far as his office was Concerned 
38 Cone 1 


^10^2a27 ants 30 ; | 
À I already mentioned this, In the Four Year Plan in 1938 there was 
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2 general plenipotentiary for the labor frnt. It was decreed in the year 
1936. In the year 1942, after he had been ill and had beenrepresented by 
Somebody else, through the direct calling of a new general plenipotentiary 
for the labor fronte It was told me by the Fuehrer. I was Surprised 
I had not been consulted. At that time the Fuchrer had acted indep:s:;Jently 
in the matter of all problems, He did so in this, The labor problem 
became increasingly more difficult from day to day. It had been sugzested 
to him to put ina new màn, but a Gauleiter of a different name who came 
from Silesia, but the Fuchrer decided con the Gauleiter from Thuringia, 
Sauckel. He made him plenipotentiary. This order was countersigned by 
Lammers, not by myself, but these are just inconsequential remarks, He 
was formally taken into the Four Year Plan, for the Four Year Plan had the 
general authority for all things of the economy. Even Goebbels, a pleni- 
potentiary for total war with which I was not connected in any way, was taken 
into the authority for the Four Year Plan, and the authority of the Four 
Year Plan had grown up gradually, 

Ihen Sauckel, in those days and from then on received his orders 
from the Fuehrer, for the Fuehrer increasingly acted more indepencently. 
I hailed the appointment of Sauckel for I considered him one cf the calmest 
Gauleiters and was convinced bhat he would give his full attention to the 
task, The connection of the offices of the F ur Year Plan was kept, and 
when important measures were concerned, Sauckel and the officers of the 


Four Year Plan worked tozether, 
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Sauckel himself lectured to me on Several occasions after he had visited 


with the Fuehrer, and told me of those reports which he sent to the Fuchrer, If 


- ^ ' . * 
nov in detail, on the whole I was informed, 


© — In March of 19ll, 75 melish fliers, Stalag Luft 3, escaped. As you no 


doubt know, 50 of these officers after their recapture wore shot by the SD. 


oe 


Did this order for shooting come through you, and didyou know about this measure? 


A I know this incident very completely, very minutely, but it came to my 


attention, unfortunately, at a later period of timee When the attempt at escape 
of the 75 or 80 English flier officers occurred in the lest third of March, I was 
at that time on leave, as I can prove. I heerd, one or two days later, about this 


escapee 


e - -— — -— 


Since prior to that tire large escapes had takon place and later on many of 


-— 


these escapees had been brought back into the camp, I assumed that in this caso the 


same would apply, 


On my return from leave, my chief of staff told me that a part, but he 


couldn't cive me the exact figure at the time, o 


- oe 


f these escaped fliers had been 
shot, and knowledge of tiis was in the Luftwaffe, end there had been conversations 


and reprisals were expected, I asked from whom he had had his information. He 


said he knew only that a part of the escaped men had been recaptured by the guards 


in the vicinity of the camp and had been done to these mene On the other hand, 
those who had been recaptured at a greater distance from the camp, he knew only 
about their fate that nart of then had been shote 


i turned to Himmler and asked him, and he confirmed it without mentioning 


-— 


a definite figure, and said that he had received this order from the Fucher, 


I called his attention to the fact that this wes really iupossible, and that the 
English officers had becn duty bound to try one or two escapes and that we were 
fully cognizant of this facte He said he had contradicted the Fuchrer in this 
matter, byt that the Feohror had insisted absolutely, end the Fuehrer had said 
that these attempts at escape Wero endangering security , 
I toid him then that oxceite cent would result ia m oranen because we could 
not uncders’ and suc Mess" Ves, end if ha hod received suci cfcders he would please 
inform me be*ore caring he throigh so that I would “ave the possibility to 
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prevent such c^de's from being carried throu n if possibio, 


After this instruction I *alkec to the Fuchrer »erson.ily about this matter, 
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and the Fuchror confirmed that ne had given this order, and told me why. Ee rave 


thé reasons as I have just given them to you, 


to our opinion, 
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I told hin why this order, according 
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was completely impossible and what repereussicns would be on my fliers 
i in the West. 

My relations then with the Fuchrer were poor, and az:cravated, end he 
answered that the fliers which were flying against Russia would be beaten 
to death immediately on emergency landing, and that the fliers going 
to the West should not expect a special privilege in that r regard for them- 
Selves. I told him that these two things really had no connection, 

Then I talked wih the chief of my General Staff and asked him--I be- 
lieve it was General Quartcrmastere=to writs to the OK". I adced that the 
Luftwaffe be ; quested that these camps would be taken away Brom them, that 
I did not wish to concer n myself with camps if cases of this nature were 
to be reperted, and this document described this condition, and this js 
what I know about this condition. 

5 witness von Brauchitsch testified the other day that in May of 
19h the Fuehrer decreed strictest measures against the soemcalled terror 
fliers. Did you comply with this Fuchrer decres and give instructions to 
Shoct enemy terror flicrs or to have them taken in oy the SD? 

A The concept "terror fliers" was confuscd. A part of the popula- 
tion and of the press callad everything "terror fliers", called everyone a 
terror flier who attacked cities. There was much excitement among the 
German population because .f the neavy and continued air attacks on German 
cities, attacks by which the population in part saw thot the industrially 
vital targets were less frequsnitl; hit than houses and non-military targets, 
Then in that way some German cities had been his to the utmost in their 
residential districts without ihe industry which was nc roy 1: the same 
cities being hit, or at less! vitaliv hit, 

Then ss enemy forces a oroached low flying aircr ? afverward eppeared. 
These attacs in part were on military targets and in pert noa-military 
targets., Reporte ccie "epeatediy to the Fuchrer, end I too received word 
of tese reports, that ~he Civ:. lian popul™.ion wes attacked with machine 


guns and that sen: vohisles which were definitely know to be civilian 


e 
ry 


vehicl^s, some veh'cles which were Red Cross property, had ocen et'5ackad., 


Un? I2port came in--I remember it. especially because tie Fuchrer was 


verribiy extited about it--*43at a group of childre1i had beer attac.ed tuat 
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waye Men and women who stood in line in front of stores had been attacked 
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that way, and these activities were designated asthosc of terror fliers, 

Ihe Fuehrer was unusually excited about ite The populzce took to 
mob law and lynching, and we tried to curb these activitiese I heard that 
the police and Bormann had instructions not to do anything. These reports 
multiplicd, and the Fuchrer decreed that these terror fliers should be 
shot, or expressed hinself in that line of thoucht. 

The view had been established beforehand that when fliers were ine 
terrogated these fliers had said that their superiors had prohibited such 
attacks, that they were cnly to attack militarily known tarzetse 

Now, as it is often the csse in matters of this kino, all possible 
sources wich might be eoncerned in this were called in, and we were of the 
opinion, .as Brauchitsch hos already declared, that not oniy the :c0ple in 
the Air orge, but OKY and cther military offices were of the opinion that 
it would be hard to formul-te and to defend a decree; that tne concept 
of the terror fliers would have to be established once 2nd for alle In 


ader to do this, four ooints were set down, and those points have al- 


pate was rather violent on this matter, and gencrally I was of the 
Opinion that these flicrs, since they were prohibited by their own superiors 


+e eke 


to do these things, that they could be prosccutod by a military court, 








15 Har = A = OH = 22 - PM IMM I 
H0084 — 0061 


No definite decree was ordered and no office of the Luftwaffe has ever 
received any instructions to undertake any Seps in this direction, 

Ihe document of the 6th of June, 19, deals vith this matter, that a 
conierence between Himmler, Ribbentrop and myself took place at Oberursel, 
sy adjutant von Brauchitsch told me that he had received a document that 
such a conference had taken place, but it does not say it actually took 
place. Now, the day of 6/5/ll, is an important day, for it is the day of 
the invasion = or D-Day. l cannot tell just exactly where I was, but I 
think it was at Klessheime Klessheim is a castle near Berchtesgaden and 
served the purpose of housing fliers, 

Long since it had been customary that if and when such allied visits 
would take place, I, as Chief Commissioner of the luftwaffe, was not present 
for each of these visits, It made no difference whether it was Bulgaria 
Rumania, Finland, or whoever it was; it might even have been Italy. I made 
it a point not to be there in such cases so that the Fuchrer would have 
en opportunity to say, "I must first consult with the Commissioner in Chief 
of the Iuftwaffe" whenever they demanded hely and machinery, 
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den on that day and was on my way to 
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my estate near Nyrnberg, and the accompanying physician can testify to that 
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if necessarye In the morning hours I learned about tho invasione This 


actunlly had been prockimed as an invasion. I tho:ght it might be an 
invasion or just another measure, I left after Luncheon and arrived at 
Berchtesgaden in the early evenings lt isa hi hour journey and therefore 
I did not take part in the conference with Ribbentrop or anyone, md I would 
like to emphasize this point. The conference was carried on by my 

‘jutant Von Brauchitsch and he was the one who told the OKW that it was my 
opinion, without first consulting me, that it would be the thing to have a 


orocooding. The decisive thing is that none of the offices of the Luftwaffe 


pð 


ry 


cave instructions of this notice as the Fuchrer ordered, and . did not ma 
or issue any such decrece 


A document which has already been read concerns Luftgau Noe ll, about 


i - 


the shooting of American fliers, + believe they were ar oricans, The 
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Luftgau Noe 11 is concerned in this documente I looked into the document 
very carefully, together with its appendicos. It is stated very definitely 
that the Luftgau Noe 11 reported that the fliers who had had a forced landing 
at the lake had been aided by the police, that they had not all been shot, 
The Luftgau reported its proceedings, and in its appendices each of tho men 
is mentioned by name, and its proceecings, and in its ap endices each of the 
men is mentioned by name, and what happened to theme Some were taken to 
hospitals, others were shote It made no difference whether it was our own 
fliers or hostile fliers, as it was an emergency landing, but a report of our 
own or hostile craft and the reason for landing was to be put dovm on a repprt 
sheet. They had to say what happened to these fliers, whether they had been 
brought to a hospitale The shooting by the police is recorded, 

Records of this type, of our own and of hostile craft, and of the men, 
ve have hundreds of these reports, and the reports which came to our office 
were in connection with matters of this kind, and our documents show that 
in all clarity. 

In this connection there were argüments in which all of these gentlemen 
were present at briefing sessions with the Fuehrer every daye It happened 
that the Fuehrer, in an uncordial tone of voice, told me that he wished to knov 
the names of some of the officers wo had protected fliers from the population, 
and that he wanted these officers punishede I never punished these 
officers, and I in turn told the Fuehrer that thoy had already been punis hed, 
and also pointed out that some of our owm fliers who had made emergency 
landings had been mistreated by our om people because they did not re scoenise 
theme 


D nopaopmront in the nresence f me r con ^ 
There was one last sharp disagreement in the presence oi many gentlemen, 
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and tho Fuehrer, when Į again pointed out these things, very sharply saids 
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tT mow that. Both air forces have come to 8n agroemont e." I told him that 
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wo did not have an agreement but that fliers are always comrades, even 
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though they fight each othere 
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Q Whet was your attitude, as thc Commissioner in Chief of the slr 


ishme sub i1 , soliders tho committed 
Force, wien it came to the punishment of subordinate soliders 
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crimes in the occupation territorios? 


A As judge on cases which were of 


hours in the solving of these problems. 


that first the adjutant of the 


In many cases I rescinded the jud 


Especially if they were involved in the 


by a Iribunal, y^ always upheld the 
for mercey by the party condemned, 


had been 


moreered some of the people who lived i 
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Weste 


I do not wish to take up the time 


If, for example, in France, Russia, Hol 
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death sentenceunless 


sentenced to death and I confirmed this sentence, because 
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the more serious nature, I put many 


I put more stress on the fact 


Luftwaffe should be heard on this point, 


gemehts because they were too mild, 


death sentence which had been passed 


there was an appeal 


some of the families of Luftwaffe men 


they had 


ed countries of the East 


Tribunal by stating details. 


or any other country, the 


cape, or if they 


the statc of war made it 


in this connection, of 


bed was also put into 


where women were’ involved with the 


a sentence for a womane 


take 


sure of waffaro, did you 


were in agreement with the Hague 


Vhen I scanned it over 


I was 


the Articles and 


done so I would have 


ecn put down, paragraph 


waged, but that in.a modern war, 


stipulations of 1906 and 1907 would 


A - " ois «pl? o A 1 ^ 
t mae of wariare o Tnos C 
U a 


^ s T 
wart are o 4. 


becauso these regulations up 








NCC EV 0 OWN 


to 1907 were for lan? warfarc, and from 1935 and thereafter there was not 


only land warfare but also air warfaree That, of course, was not 


It introduced a completely new situation and added a new phase to the 
Hague Conventione But that is not the decisive point, 

Modern and total war, according to my view, takes place in threc 
phases of war: ho war of weapons by land, on thc soa, and in the air; 
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the economic war which is an integral part of every modern war; and, 
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third, the propaganda war, which is also an important part of warfaree 
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On the basis of logic you take these into wnsiderationé 


^no Hague Convention stipulates that the weapons of the enemy are 
considered part of the booty of ware I must say that today, in modern War, 
the weapons of our opponents have only little value, t 
Such as steel, aluminum, copper and tin have much more vital use as far as 
booty is cmecerned, ani are much more useful than abandone 1 weapons which 
we may take. Beyond that we are concerned. only with raw material no matter 
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who has ite ine nague Convention provided that those things can be 
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in tnis Yocern war, the economie war is the basis for carrying on the 
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Wale in UNIS Casc, in the economic war, a question of manpower is of the 
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Giiierent causos. In those days it was a war of army against army and the 
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populavion TESCIL GIA not Sseom to be invdvede It cannot be compared with 
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the total war of today which involves everyone, even the children, through 


Accordingly, manpower and the worker himself is an integral part of 
the cconomic war and he should be utilized. I am not saying that warfare 
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should be exploited in such a way that a person's property should be 
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damagcede Nis working power is to be utilized as much as possible, 
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Onc of the witnesses mentioned somo timc ago that men had remained in 
occupied territory where fighting was still going on for l, 2, 3 and 5 years 
and other men wore still comine in. As far as tho question of labor is 

concerned, it was established as a measure of se ecurity and we are duty-bound 
to feed the occupied countries. If possible, it was our duty to distribute 
manpower and at the same time, those who did not have work in their om 
countries might have become a danger through the resistance movement against 
us, and it would be in our intcrest to clininate these people. Therefore, 


we should use them in Germany, and we did use this labor for security reasons 
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so that they would not be active in their owm ountry and would not work 


against us, On the other hand, they served to help in the economic ware 
I am being very brief in all of these matters cone ming propaganda ware 
AG one point the Prosecution mentioned that we confiscated radios, 
ety Vel -Js 2 Pe An as -] M^ 4- , "m : C , +a P ^y ^ ys el ^oc "?»-"y"T ]v^* f y "10^ 
WAC. i" iat WO COnSider a } lat ter JO. Ours ^. + I sra mca as V ery LINDOT tant, 
anc pronaganca as waged by radio == and no one knows better than (X ormany 
through experience, Ihe many danzors of the resistance and underground 
movements, and also sabotage by the Allied forces -= these things happened 
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giu s J sate, ds AVS Á s Uy er peli vs. AS E 
lhe Convention as written dom in 1907 should not be an instrument 
to govern modern warfare, for in its essential aspects it does not take into 
onsideration the air war, fern warfare, or propaganda warfare. 
and at this point I would like to Say the same words which one of our 
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s ILIOLS5'1: ine court will adjowmne 
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"The Tribunal adjourned until 16 February 1940 at 1000 hours.) 





